INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
but I do not see more than " tr " and " incr," i.e. one or
two beginnings of words.
But as soon as it becomes necessary really to drive the
argument through and to determine just what one thinks
about the problem, one finds himself (in the majority of
cases, as I believe) putting it more definitely into words,
even saying words and sentences aloud, and putting them
down in notes Whatever one may believe about the
"growing point" of thought, there can be little doubt
about the tendency to turn the thought into words as soon
as possible. The words form definite foci for thoughts which
would otherwise be vague. They are almost essential for
communicating our thoughts to others, and mighty con-
venient for communicating our thoughts to our own selves,
e.g. for use in a long train of reasoning. They appear to be
the more necessary, the more abstract the thought. " We
do not progress far with our thoughts/* says H. G. Wells
in Mankind in the Making, " unless we throw them out into
objective existence by means of words, diagrams, models,
trial essays. Even if we do not talk to others we must,
silently or vocally or visibly, talk to ourselves at least to
get on. To acquire the means of intercourse is to learn to
think, so far as learning goes in the matter."
And in his Men like Gods the same writor puts this truth
in a still more striking way. For the inhabitants of that
Utopian land into which a group of terrestrials had involun-
tarily penetrated as a result of an experiment in the rotation
of matter in the fourth dimension, had given up the use of
speech and used among themselves only direct communica-
tion of thought (except in moments of emotion and when
aesthetic considerations intervened). Now the interesting
thing is that the terrestrials heard these thought-projecting
Utopians speaking—and each hearer heard his own language,
French or English or the chauffeur's cockney slang. They
were being made the recipients of thoughts, but they
" listened in " in terras of language. Moreover, they each
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